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town charters, and no formal record of this act of confirmation
is now preserved. The comwmna of the French towns was
a municipal constitution founded on a sworn confederacy of
the citizens and subsequently confirmed by charter. With
this idea the English gild-merchant had some features in
common, although it was established for mercantile rather than
political purposes : and the word communa seems to be used
by Glanvill as equivalent to gild-merchant. In its more general
meaning, however, communa must be understood to signify
a corporate identity of the municipality, which it may have
claimed before, and which may even have been occasionally
recognized, but was now firmly established ; a sort of con-
solidation into a single organized body of the variety of
franchises, guilds, and other departments of local jurisdiction.
It was connected with, and perhaps implied by, the nomination
of a Mayor, who now appears for the first time. It is, however,
too transitional a term to be defined with certainty ; and the
later application of the word communitas, like that of the still
later corporation, is sometimes obscure ^meaning prima facie
the whole corporate town, but sometimes only the magistracy
by whom the corporate rights were exercised.

A.D. 1189.    Charter of Richard I to Colchester (excerpt).

RICARDUS Dei gratia rex Anglorum, etc. Sciatis nos conces-
sisse . . . burgensibus nostris Colecestriae quod, ipsi ponant
de se ipsis ballivos quoscumque voluerint et ^ justiciam ad
servanda placita Coronae nostrae, et ad placitanda eadem
placita infra burgum suum, et quod nullus alms sit inde
justicia nisi quem elegerint ; et quod non placitent de aliquo
placito extra muros ejusdem burgi ; et sint quieti de scoth et
de loth et de danegeldo et de murdro. Et ubicumque sum-
moniti fuerint coram justiciariis nostris errantibus, licet
acquietare eos per quatuor legales homines de ipso bur go. Et
quod nullus eorum duellum f aciat; et si aliquis illorum
implacitatus fuerit de placito coronae nostrae, per sacra-
men turn quod ei judicatum fuerit in burgo se disrationet.
Et infra muros burgi nullus hospitetur de f amilia nostra neque